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anything so determinately as to change his profession upon
it till he was forty years old; but he did not live to see
four-and-thirty; yet this good inclination towards religion
he had for some years, and had received from the conversa-
tion of his mother and the company he met at her house,
having before believed but little, and he continued in the
same mind till a little after, when meeting a book of Socinus,
it opened to him a new way, as also Mr. Chillingworth."l
How far it is a fact that Lucius Gary was at any time
" wholly a Catholic In opinion" (in the Roman sense) it is
of course impossible to say. But it may be surmised from
this passage, had we no other evidence, that he was rather
acting the part of a dutiful and affectionate son in putting
aside as gently as possible the importunities of a zealous
mother. There is, on the other hand, no independent
testimony in favour of the suggestion here made. It will
be noticed that this interesting extract obviously reflects
the view of the family that Lucius's deflection from the
straight doctrinal path was due to his meeting with a book
of Socinus and to the malignant influence of Chillingworth.
Gardiner2 has explained that the charge of Socinianism
preferred against Falkland and his associates amounted
to little more than an assertion that he persisted in apply-
ing "reason to questions of revelation". In this sense
the charge is true. Falkland was determined to apply
reason to questions of theology and of ecclesiastical organis-
ation. But he entered on his task with no levity of mind
or captiousness of spirit. Clarendon cannot be suspected of
leanings towards Socinianism of any sort, but he declares
that Falkland's " two large discourses against the principal
position of that religion " (Roman Catholicism) were written
" with that sharpness of style and full weight of reason that
the Church is deprived of great jewels in the concealment of

1 Lady Falkland's Life, pp. 55, 56.          2 Op. cit., sup. be to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